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CRESTON ADVISORY BODY MEETING MINUTES 
July 17, 2024 

 
Location -  Creston Community Center – 5110 Swayze St, Creston  

Creston Advisory Body Contact – CrestonAB@gmail.com 
Chairperson – Sheila Lyons Chair – Kurt Almond Treasurer – Roy Barba  

Secretary – rotating duty 
 

 1)  Call to Order – Flag Salute at 7:00 pm. See attached Sign In Sheets. 
 
 2)  CAB Recorder for this meeting – Jim Wortner. 
 
 3)  Minutes of the previous meeting(s) May 15, 2024 meeting minutes were 
reviewed and approved at this meeting. June 19, 2024 meeting minutes required 
additional review reset for August 21, 2024 meeting. All CAB approved minutes are 
posted at crestonadvisorybody.com 
 
 4)  Limited Public and/or CAB Member Comments for Items NOT on the agenda 
(3 min each) Including Community events and other items of interest.  
 
Roy Barba highlighted the Mid-State Cruizers 33rd Annual Lake Park Car Show for 
Saturday, August 17, 2024 in Atascadero. The Creston Community is invited to attend 
and enjoy this annual car show event. See attached for additional event information.  
 
Sheila Lyons noted the Industrial Arts Auction (welding projects) at this year’s Mid-
State Fair and asked support of the High Schools in the County on this event. 
 
Sheila also updated all attending on the CATCH Fund and local support of the Creston 
Community Center and the nine local groups/clubs that use this center.  Announced 
were the receipt of two grants for a total of $8,000 to continue to upgrade the Creston 
Community Center facilities. An additional grant is pending. 
 
 5)  Public Safety - Cal Fire, Sheriff, CHP, etc.  
 
Deputy John Mc Kenney announced is retirement from the SLO County Sheriff’s 
Department after over 11 years of service to the Creston Community. The CAB Board 
recognized Deputy Mc Kenney for his service to our community and will seek 
additional recognition at the SLO County levels. 
 
Deputy Matthew Barksdale provided an update on calls for service by the Sheriff’s 
Department during the June 22 to July 13, 2024 period. Twelve service calls were 
executed during this period primarily Disturbing the Peace issues. See attached for 
additional details and specifics for each service issue.  Deputy Barksdale will be the 
local Creston patrol officer moving forward.   
 

http://crestonadvisorybody.com/
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Cal Fire Fireman Austin Laurel highlighted the severe fire hazard weather occurring in 
the greater Creston area. Recommendation to all Creston area residents is to mow 
early in the morning BEFORE 10:00 am and DO NOT mow in the evenings. Help Cal 
Fire help you by clearing brush and debris from your property and buildings at least 
100 feet away and mow to 4 inches or shorter. Always have a fire suppressor eg water, 
shovel, extinguisher accessible. Maintain your property and make sure your home and 
buildings are fire defendable. 20 Medical, 8 Public Assistance, 5 Fire and 4 Vehicle 
calls for service were reported in the June/July period. 
 
 6)  Planning Department Update & Project Referrals   
 
Cannabis projects update from Jim Wortner provided the CAB Board and Creston 
Community with updates on the two active cannabis projects in the greater Creston 
area. This includes DRC2020-00037 SLOCANN LLC at 10125 Creston Road and 
DRC2019-00059 Webster Road Associates LLC at 6565 Webster Road. Both cannabis 
projects are still active in the SLO County Department of Planning and Building 
(Planning Department). However, the CAB Board is taking action steps to have both 
withdrawn by the applicant and/or cancelled by the Planning Department due to over 6 
months of no current activity by the applicants. See attached for additional information 
on each cannabis project as well as a summary and reference to the June 18, 2024 
SLO County Grand Jury Report on the cannabis industry and updated cannabis 
ordinance regulations approved by our Board of Supervisors. 
 
The CAB reviewed two upcoming Planning Department projects in our greater Creston 
area: 
 
Plan Number: N-SUB2024-00047 / COAL 24-012 – Planner Jessica Macrae 
 
Project Description: Request by Tamara D’Ambrosio & Richard and Robin Koker for a 
Lot Line  adjustment (COAL 24-0012) to adjust the lot lines between two parcels of 7.0 
acres and 4.8 acres each. The adjustment will result in two parcels of 6.9 and 4.9 acres 
each. The project will not result in the creation of any additional parcels. The proposed 
project is within the Agriculture land use category and is located at 6390 Straw Ridge 
Road, approximately 1.5 miles west of the community of Creston. The site is in the El 
Pomar Estrella sub area of the North County planning area. Address: 6375 & 6390 
AMARETTO RIDGE RD, PASO ROBLES, CA 93446. APN# 043-021-007 & 043-021-008  
 
This request for a lot line change between two properties is to correct historically 
recorded errors in the property lot lines.  Both property owners are in agreement with 
the lot line changes. No easements are impacted. The Planning Department supports 
these changes. CAB Board voted unanimously 7/0 to make these changes. CAB will 
report this recommendation to the Planning Department. See attached CAB 
recommendation letter. 
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Plan Number: N-DRC2024-00011 229 Creston Conditional Use Permit 
 
Project Description:  A request by Verizon Wireless for a Conditional Use Permit to 
allow the construction and operation of a new 5G wireless broadband communications 
facility consisting of three sectors with three antennas each, totaling nine panel 
antennas along with six remote radio units (RRUs) mounted below/adjacent to the 
antennas. The proposed facility will be designed as a fifty-foot faux water tower with 
antennas at a tip height to forty eight-feet. All brackets, antennas and RRUs will be 
screened by the faux water tower. The proposed project is within the Agriculture land 
use category and is located at 5225 Highway 41 in the El Pomar-Estrella Sub-Area of 
the North County Planning Area. Address: 5225 HWY 41 E PASO ROBLES, CA 93446 
APN# 043-091-075. 
 
Verizon staff from Los Angeles offices were not present at this meeting. Sheila Lyons 
provided the background information on this project from the May CAB meeting 
including research done noting that the Creston Community Center site could not be 
used as the location for any commercial endeavor including this proposed Verizon 
tower. The Creston Community voiced the need for this Verizon cell phone coverage 
not just for convenience but for safety/emergency services as well.  Cal Fire is in favor 
of this improvement for better fire communications across our area. The community 
issue is the placement of the tower and the impact on the adjoining neighbors as well 
as line of sight views. Options were discussed including: 1) Moving the tower closer to 
the Cal Fire Station to combine the Verizon tower with the Cal Fire buildings and 
structures,  and 2) Move the location of the Verizon tower within the recommended 
circle of use from Verizon, but put it further back on the property and closer to the Huer 
Huero Creek bed and trees to help conceal the structure 
 
The CAB Board recommended not supporting this project at its current location to the 
Planning Department and for Verizon to take another look at the proposed alternatives, 
as either would be much less intrusive site.  CAB Board voted 5 in favor of 
recommending denial, 1 opposed, 1 abstained. See attached CAB recommendation 
letter. 
 
7) Fifth District Supervisor Report–Supervisor Debbie Arnold or LA Kathleen Goble - No 
report.  
 
8) New Business – None 
 
9) Unfinished Business – Reports by local neighbors and CAB Board members 
described a noisy rodeo/party with bright lights disturbing the peace occurring off of 
O’Donovan Road for weeks in later June/July. Complaints were made to the Sheriffs 
office noted in Deputy Barksdale report above, and to County Code Enforcement. The 
noise and bright lights stopped in early July. 
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10) Report from the Paso Basin Cooperative Committee (Committee) - Murray Powell 
updated the CAB Board and Creston Community on the water issues impacting North 
County. Murray highlighted a Paso Basin Cooperative Committee brochure that was 
mailed to the community in early July. This brochure was intended to improve 
Community communications and update all on the progress of this committee. Murray 
outlined the current status including additional studies that the Committee 
commissioned to study the local water issues - again. Limited to no progress has been 
made in the last six months and the politics involving the Board of Supervisors 
continues. Murray is constantly monitoring this Committee and will keep CAB and the 
Creston Community updated at our monthly CAB meetings. 
 
11) Committee Reports/Next Steps - None. 
 
12) Treasurer’s Report –  Roy Barba provided the current CAB budget balance at 
$1,821.89 with a pending Post Office Box invoice of $72.00 yet to be paid. 
 
13) Additional Limited Public Comment period –  
 
Creston Community comments were made on the removal of the large old oak tree just 
off Webster Road/229 in the center of town. The dead tree was removed as a safety 
hazard. 
 
Suggestion was made to have Heather Marino attend future CAB meetings since she 
will be our Board of Supervisor starting in March 2025. 
 
14) Future meetings and agenda items- Next meeting Aug. 21, 2024 
 
15) Adjournment at approximately 8:40 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Meeting Minutes Submitted to Sheila Lyons, CAB Chair on Friday, August 2, 2024 by 
Jim Wortner 
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